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By Alan J. Durand
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he proper handling and managing of

excess construction soils or “clean dirt”

has been a growing concern over the
past 20 to 25 years in Ontario. Development
and infrastructure projects, particularly
in the Greater Toronto Area, generate
significant volumes of excess soils that are
typically shipped and disposed of ar large
commercial fill sites or landfills.

On occasion, impacted or “dirty dirt,”
inadvertently or otherwise, ends up in
locations that are not approved for the
quality of the soil being disposed of. Such
situations may represent a potential adverse
effect to the natural environment under the
Ontario Environmental Protection Act. Such
actions may trigger regulatory enforce-
ment, but unfortunately this is after the
fact and after the impact has been made on
the environment.

There is a pressing need to get at the
front end of the soil management process in
Ontario at a time when the disposal of soil of
any quality, clean or dirty, has become a very
sensitive issue, particularly in communities
that receive these soils.

There is a compelling need to change
the current process to one that reflects
best available practices. and is protective
of community health and safety as well as
our natural environment. In making soil
movement a risk-based approach, not only
is the process rightened up through a sound,
transparent process, but the opportunity is
presented to improve oversight and to reduce
overall costs of infrastructure projects, while
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.




BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE

The Ontario Ministry of the Environ-
ment and Climate Change (MOECC) has
been working with industry and other
stakeholders over the past four years 1o
bring science and sound practices into the
clean soil handling eguation. In January
2014, Qnrario’s Ministry of Environment
released their finalized “Soil Management -
A Guide for Best Management Practices.”
This document represents an Ontario Best
Management Practices (BMP) framework for
moving clean soils and draws upon currently
in place regulatory procedures and criteria
established under the Records of Site Condi-
tion Regulation (O.Reg. 153/04).

During the development of the Guide,
industry stakeholders, including the Ontario
Stone, Sand & Gravel Association (OSSGA),
the Ontario  Environmental  Industry
Association (ONEIA) and the Residential
and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario
(RCCAO), worked with
and non-governmental groups to further
enhance the BMP content and ecffective
implementation. During the fall of 2014,
further consultation took place in conjunc-
tion with the MOECC’s “Listening Sessions”
on soil policy in Ontario.

governmental

These discussions have covered outreach
1o municipalities, development of model soil
bylaws and improved municipal planning
and procurement practices that emphasize
the beneficial reuse of excess soils locally
versus simply just landfilling. Accordingly,
the ability to effectively rehabilitate and
repurpose old gravel pits and quarries,
through the responsible reuse of excess
soils, represents a significant opportunity
in Ontario.

INTERNATIONAL INSIGHT

Looking internationally at best soil handling
practices in other jurisdictions has afforded
the opportunity to partner and
knowledge and experience with respect to
beneficially reusing excess soils in Ontario.
The Netherlands, Belgium and the United
Kingdom, with their strong green envi-
have provided further

share

ronmental focus,
cxamples and expertise in developing new
technologies, new codes of practice in areas
such as soil handling depots and electronic

soil matching.

This latter activity was recently imple-
mented in Ontario through RCCAO with
the creation of SOiil. (Supporting Ontario

Infrastructure  Investments and  Lands)

www.soiil.com. This electronic website
matches those parties with excess soils with
those requiring comparable guality soils
and volumes, provided best management

practices are followed.

The handling of excess construction
soils in Onrario is moving towards a more
transparent, documented, risk-based process
after many years of uncertainty. It is a
complex subject given all the issues involved
and the large number of stakeholders,
technical details, media scrutiny and regula-
tory moving pieces. Going forward with

improving the handling of excess soils in
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Ontario, the old adage most certainly applies

— if you are not part of the solution you are

part of the problem. @
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