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TALKING TRANSIT

Experts chat with media
When it comes to regional transportation planning,
“what is the overall goal?” asked former TTC chief
general manager, David Gunn.

“It’s pretty hard to get a coherent statement,” he
told reporters during an intimate seminar reviewing
the reports authored by Richard Soberman and
Harry Kitchen, commissioned by the Residential and
Civil Construction Association of Ontario.

Soberman’s reports looked at transportation chal-
lenges in the GTA, Toronto Transit City and
MoveOntario 2020. Kitchen’s went a step further and
looked at financing transportation infrastructure, including
controversial suggestions like toll highways and user fees.

Living in Nova Scotia now but insisting he keeps abreast
of TTC and other transportation news, Gunn said he

believes the time is now to move forward with a regional
transportation plan but said the weakest point is governance.

The line between management and politicians is blur-
ring, he said.

As for the firm charged with fixing the region’s trans-
portation woes, Metrolinx should hold the purse strings
for municipal transportation agencies, Gunn said. Also, it
should be the referee watching what is being spent on new
infrastructure, maintenance of the existing systems and tal-
lying the cost recovery, he added. NRU
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that they should not be burdened with funding social
programs that the province once paid for. These
costs must be uploaded back to the province. Local
property taxes should mainly be used for local needs
and not to pay for provincially mandated social serv-
ice programs.”

The five recommendations contained within the
report call on the provincial government to upload
funding for social programs, increase municipal
infrastructure funding and reduce its dependency
on municipal property taxes. The report also asks
that the province not re-open the Development
Charges Act and that the three levels of work
together to fund municipal infrastructure.

The City of Toronto is cited as the chief cul-
prit, with development charges for single-family
homes rising 342 per cent in the past seven years, accord-
ing to the report. However, the report does note that
Toronto’s charges remain the lowest in the GTA.

The report also endorses Mississauga Mayor Hazel
McCallion’s Cities Now! campaign for municipal fiscal reform.

When asked whether or not BILD would seek to discuss
the report with the province, Moldenhauer said that “we have
active dialogue with various ministries on a regular basis.”

Adam Grachnik, press secretary for municipal affairs
and housing minister Jim Watson, said the minister will
read and consider the report, but could not yet offer spe-
cific comments. NRU
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Outrageous DCs continued from page 1

THESE COSTS MUST BE UPLOADED BACK TO THE PROVINCE.
LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES SHOULD MAINLY BE USED FOR LOCAL
NEEDS AND NOT TO PAY FOR PROVINCIALLY MANDATED SOCIAL
SERVICE PROGRAMS.
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