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RCCAO Research
Supports Excess
Soils Policies
Longtime collaboration with MOECC leads
association to provide updated data.
RCCAO worked collaboratively with the Ministry of
the Environment and Climate Change for several years to
develop supportive policies and implement best management
practices (BMPs) for excess construction soils. In December
2016, MOECC released its Excess Soil Management Policy
Framework and has been meeting with stakeholders to
implement 21 action items, including:

•	Develop a new regulation for large source sites (including

a soil management plan, certified by a Qualified Person).

•	Require a plan before issuance of certain building permits.
•	Promote soil or fill by-law language which would result in
consistent management of soils.

•	Encourage

municipalities to identify appropriate areas
to store or process excess soils as a way to facilitate
local reuse.

In Ontario, there is a lack of data on the quantity of excess
clean soil generated from construction projects. RCCAO’s
“Quantification of Excess Construction Soils in Ontario”

ANOTHER STUDY

study provided estimates for different construction sectors
for three years: 2008, 2009 and 2010, with low and high
ranges. For the final year of study, a cumulative total of
between 20.0 and 24.6 million cubic metres of excess
construction fill was generated by all major construction
activities in Ontario.
It was time to update the study:
Report author Frank Zechner has provided an estimate
for 2015. He calculated that a minimum of 25.8 million
cubic metres of excess construction fill was generated across
Ontario. This total is broken down as follows:
•	Municipal and Other Infrastructure: 10.7 million m3
•	New Residential: 8.6 million m3
•	ICI, excluding Roads and Utilities: 6.5 million m3
A conservative methodology has been used to derive this
total, but even so, 25.8 million m3 is higher than the high
end of the range for the 2008 to 2010 period, with the peak
being 24.6 million m3 for 2010.

To help encourage reuse and the
establishment of temporary soil storage
sites, the Ontario Society of Professional
Engineers, the Greater Toronto Sewer and
Watermain Contractors’ Association and
RCCAO released a study in November
based on 24 Toronto-area projects (sewer,
roads, bridges, residential and ICI sectors).
For those using a BMP approach, average
cost savings of 9% were achieved.
Visit bit.ly/ExcessSoilManagement.
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