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Is Ontario (or Canada) prepared for rise of automated vehicles?
Systems engineer Bern Grush recently completed a report 
on automated vehicle (AV) deployment entitled “Ontario 
Must Prepare for Vehicle Automation: How Skilled 
Governance Can Influence its Outcome.”

Commissioned by RCCAO, this report identifies the AV as 
a disruptive technology that must be deployed strategically 
with the introduction of highly automated robo-taxis, 
micro-transit and ride sharing. As these systems will be 
more reliable and affordable than taxis, buses and personal 
ownership, Grush says the percentage of travel in North 
America in non-personally owned vehicles will soar from 
10 per cent currently to 25 per cent by 2030.

Grush encourages governments to influence the role AVs 
will have by preparing for their deployment. He believes that 
the Autonomous Vehicle Integration Network – launched in 
Stratford, Ont., last November – is a good first step for Ontario 
in that it influences the development of AVs. Unfortunately, 
AVIN does not encompass deployment considerations.

The key to harnessing the societal value of highly 
automated vehicles is for governments and the private 

sector to collaborate on a regulatory approach that will 
enhance mobility for all. That’s where Grush’s concept, 
the Harmonization Management System, comes into play. 
It provides the digital tools to incorporate a subsidy and 
pricing system which, in turn, optimizes the distribution 
and social performance of commercial fleets. He stresses 
that these services must be inclusive and accessible – 
ensuring that low-income, disabled and elderly people are 
not left out of the new mobility paradigm.

As illustrated above, Grush does not expect the rise of fully 
autonomous vehicles until after 2050, when the full range 
of complexities have been dealt with.

Andy Manahan, executive director of RCCAO, says: 
“Vehicle automation will greatly impact society, and 
governments have an important role to play in determining 
how these new technologies fit with our infrastructure and 
mobility planning.”

Grush has presented his research findings to top officials 
on Parliament Hill and at Queen’s Park, and encourages all 
municipalities in Canada to prepare for this issue.

“I have selected Grush  
as Toronto Star Wheels’  
Newsmaker of the Year.”

Norris McDonald, Toronto Star columnist

“… supporting the development of a regulatory framework 
for new transportation technologies, including CV/AVs, is a 
key goal of Transportation 2030 (Canada’s strategic plan).”

Michael Keenan, Transport Canada Deputy Minister 
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